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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

October 5, 2021 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton (via phone), A.C. 

McLeod Jr., Martin Driggers, Attorney 

 

Absent:   

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Martin Driggers, Attorney 

 

Pledge.  

 

Motion to approve minutes from Regular Town Council Meeting from September 7, 2021 

Made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Glenn Odom, All in Favor.  

 

Motion to table approval of minutes from Special Meeting on September 28, 2021 for all of 

council to have time to review the minutes made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Glenn 

Odom, All in Favor. 

 

Janet Toler, Pee Dee Coloation Speaker: October is domestic Violence Awareness Month and Pee 

Dee Coalition has set up 52 temporary homes for those that are in need of transitioning from the 

situation they are in to one of these homes.  Statistics show that most will go back 8 times before they 

leave the situation they are in.  We are always looking for volunteers.  I gave you purple ribbons that 

can be worn or hung on the door.  We just want to thank you for your continued contributions.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: Thank you Janet.  I believe we usually make our contribution in March and 

we are scheduled to do the same this year.  We also have John Martin here tonight that will give us an 

update on our comprehensive plan. He’s been caught between two vices of trying to calculate this 

information from the population from 2010 to 2020. 

 

John Martin:  I want to make apologies for the slowness of this work.  We wanted to make sure we 

had the right data.  The members are Terri Rhoad, Billy Morris, Pat Harris, Sabrina Grant and myself.  

We have turned over the first draft of the first Chapter to Mayor Campolong and I am hoping the rest 

of the data will be easier and we can speed things up.  I would like to think we can get it done by the 

end of the year. 
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Mayor John Campolong:  Number one is probably one of the most extensive detailed chapters and is 

also one of the reasons it is taking to so long.  Am I right in assuming that? 

 

John Martin:  I spoke with the gentlement from Pee Dee COG, he was not surprised that it was not 

matching.  The sensus is not matching up what was there in previous years. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: I would like to add that we will have a work session as more chapters 

become available.  When all of the information becomes available, we will have a work session and 

authorize the comprehensive plan as it is available. It is very important, and I think you know as well 

that it is very beneficial for the growth of the town. 

 

John Martin: I got some data on the rise in crime and I checked with the sheriff’s department and got 

some conflicting information.  This year the census bureau has changed in how they are reporting.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: I think this will go forward be very progressive step for the town.  Its also 

our state requirement and it looks like we are heading that way.  I appreciate the work you have been 

doing.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: This is vital and  I do feel this is definitely something that should 

have been done a long time ago.  We have about 60 dilapidated houses in town plus if you will ride 

street to street and we have some sort of disease on the oak trees in town.  Is there something in there 

or what are we going to do to clean up some of this, what yall are doing is great for the future, is there 

a place in that to encompass some of those things? 

 

John Martin:  Again, Im shooting from the hip answering you.  I think that is a matter of council 

passing rules and regulations on cleanliness.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  They have been on the books for 50 years. 

 

John Martin:  This isn't going to change that Glenn.  There is a zoning section and that is a part of 

that plan and there will be a recommendation on that.  Next the Oak disease, I don’t think there is 

anything in this plan that addresses that.  There is a section on zoning.   There are 10 total sections.  It 

will show where business should be put, where houses should be put.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  So I think what we will have to do is mesh these things together and 

have an all day session and lay down some things to get this stuff cleaned up and make some decisions.  

We need to step up and start enforcing some of this stuff.  There is a mobile home next to the ballfield.  

They are building a church next to this mobile home and it looks like a bomb blew up down there. 

 

John Martin:  This comprehensive plan is a recommendation. It’s a planning group made up of 

citizens.  
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Mayor John Campolong:  This is a planning committee, then there will be a zoning committee and 

the committee will either approve or disapprove and bring forth those suggestions to the council. 

 

John Martin:  Probably the biggest thing I see, but by law the town has to have a plan, its my 

understanding, if you ask for money or a grant, they will ask for your comprehensive plan.  One 

example that comes to mind is Pinewood, and you know how big that town is.  Again, I’m 

embarrassed about the slowness, but I do believe it will be easier to get through the rest of it much 

easier than the first part.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Tisha, do you want to discuss and go over the Trick or Treating? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  We have had some individuals from the town and even members of the school to 

call and ask could we pin down some times for the town to have Trick or Treat? I think last year it was 

questionable due to Covid.  This year it falls on Sunday I believe and last year we did that on Saturday. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton:  Why don’t we just buy candy and have them come here?  

Something like trunk or treat so its safer and no one gets any bad candy.  Can we do something like 

that? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  That’s not a bad idea. I think generally the answer they are wanting is the times 

that the kids are able to go to house to house if they want to.   

 

Dawn Boykin, Audience:  Last year a group set up down at the rec center and had a Trunk or Treat. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  What did we do last year? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  We did Saturday from 5-7pm. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Let’s just do that again. We can have someone from the sheriff’s 

department on duty that night and patrol while they are out.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Let’s do it on Friday, so we will have someone on duty.  They are 

not on duty on Saturday. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  I think last year we asked them to have someone on duty.   Football 

season is going on and some may not want to come out.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Football season will be over by then.  But Saturday is fine with me. 
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Tisha Jones, Clerk:  I also think they sometimes have someone here on the weekends on rotation so 

its possible they may be available already to be here for that evening.  

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  I think they owe us anyway.  We can ask the sheriff to be here on 

Saturday period.  We still pay them anyway if they have officers off.  We can have them here on 

Sunday, since its going to be Halloween on Sunday. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: I think we have always moved it away from Sunday.  You know the 

churches don’t like having Trick or Treating on Sunday Kemp.   

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  Saturday is fine.  I still say we do the 7:00 curfew and if Sheriff 

Dixon has any problem with that, be sure to let me know.  

 

Motion to set Halloween Trick or Treat times set for Saturday, October 30, 2021 from 5:00 to 

7:00pm, made by John Campolong, Second by Glenn Odom, all in favor. 

 

Reports from Council: 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I went to Columbia yesterday morning with Mayor from Cheraw 

Andy Ingram.  He works for the Tech and Dr. Wagner, the President of the College and Richie Yow, 

met with the president of the state technical colleges and met with the speaker of the house, Jay Lucas 

and presented our plan with the dollars and he really liked our plan to bring students in from Bethune, 

Hartsville and nearby.  Right now, tech has 155 students from the McBee area enrolled and he believes 

it will go to 500 enrolled.  They are submitting a 2M grant.  It will have to go through Senate so we 

will have to talk to our Senator also.  But we can get a 2M federal economic matching grant, so 

essentially, they can build 2 buildings.  I’ve met with Pee Dee COG and they are willing to write a 

separate grant with CDBG to be able to pave the road, sidewalk to the school and put the curb work in 

so there won’t be any cost there.  It sounded really exciting to me and the speaker really liked the plan 

as well.  With all this federal money coming out, I dont see why it couldn’t get funded for that.  

 

Mayor John Camplolong:  I do believe that will be beneficial to the town.  I think that anyone’s 

effort and I think the CCT could be involved and would be glad to allocate something for that easily.  

The first 2M would be the state correct and then the Fed’s will match with the other 2M. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  One other small thing.  I was looking over the financials and I see 

that we lost over $12,000 last month.  I think we need to sit down and have a work session to find out 

whats going on.  I sat down with Tisha and asked what was going on with the number of tickets written 

and she mentioned the 2nd shift officer’s car was in the shop for 3-4 weeks and the loaner didn’t have a 

radar or computer in it and set up. Somewhere we are not getting our money’s worth in losing that in a 

month.  I just think we need to find out what’s going on.  I am out in town a good bit and I am just not 

seeing the coverage. 
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Mayor John Campolong:  You know that its something I have complained about.  The $12,000 is 

somewhere in what we were thinking of $75-80,000 that we have to supplement a year.  I believe that 

you and Kemp have been in talks with the sheriff more that I have.  I dont think we are complaining 

enough to the Sheriff about this.  I think we somewhat recognized the supplementing of the budget but 

with our budget being limited, I think we need to arrange to sit down and talk with the sheriff. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I have called the captain and chielf deputy.  He was shocked when I 

talked to him 3 months ago and I had 3 months' worth of figures from the town.  No we don’t need to 

be  speed trap but we had an accident at the red light a few weeks ago and I am just worried someone 

is going to get killed.  Where one averaged 1 ticket per day, the other may have been 1.8 tickets.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Tisha, can you tell me what was just said? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  The council would like to have the sheriff come and discuss the number of 

tickets being written.  They said we have 1-2 tickets per day, so they would like him to come in and 

speak with Mayor and council on the shortfall. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Okay, I will tell you what I see when I am in McBee, with all the 

cars flying through the town, we should be making a lot of money.  I see them flying past me they 

should be going 40mph and they are going 65mph.  I don’t understand why they cant get these people.  

I don’t care about being called a speed trap, how can that be when you are breaking the law. Then its 

not a trap.   

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  COPS Grant, did we get that or not? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  We have not received word on any awards for that yet.  They were supposed to 

announce by the end of September but when we check they say that they have not given out that 

information yet and to check back.  Their website has been down for changes and it should be back up 

by the 8th of October. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  So we should know something by the 15th? 

 

Tisha Jones, Clerk:  Yes, we would hope so. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  They have integrated in with the Department of Justice now and so 

they have shut down everything.  They wont take any more applications but they will expense who has 

one.  They are rolling it all into one.  I think they are putting it off. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  So you will email us when you find out about that? 

I agree with Glenn and the mayor on our coverage.  Is the deputy even here for the meeting today? 
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The bids for the tennis courts with the lights.  I hope the school will help us.  We are working on some 

bids so we will be in compliance with the procurement policy and all.  I do appreciate the maintenance 

guys William and Marcus working with the irrigation people on that.  It has about 8 zones per ballfield 

and over 30 per field. We will do the best we can with trying to get it irrigated within the next year. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton:  Kemp, the old light poles...didnt we have some still down there? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod:  They are old and dilapidated and wouldn’t support the lights we had 

and I believe they are still down there Charlie.  I don’t think anyone put them back up. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I do have something to bring up to council.  I understood that we 

were hiring Mrs. Lee for however many months to work with our employees in the office, mainly 

Tisha and Latondra on our books making sure that mistakes that we made in the past that they would 

not make mistakes going forward and that she was going to teach them the proper way.  Am I right 

about that?  Okay, if that be the case, I think we need to lay out some specific things that she should 

not be doing.  I will give you some examples..for example in Utilitites, there is a possibility of 

changing so that people using their credit cards cant call in and pay their water bill.  We have done that 

for a long time and that’s how I pay for mine each month.  Mrs. Lee is considering not having us call 

in and storing our credit card information in a system that stores it and drafts it each month.  I don’t 

think that should be changed unless the council votes and decides to.  That is my opinion.  I don’t think 

Latondra and Tisha would not have a problem with me paying it that way.  If we did decide to change, 

I think that’s a decision left up to council.  There are some general things that I don’t believe they are 

under her jurisdiction either if you want to write these down and comment later.  So, with the person 

being in charge, I am assuming its Tisha, please tell me if I am wrong, reviewing and approving 

transactions period.  That the mayor has to sign off on certain things and the mayor has to approve 

certain things and there were certain things that could get approved when Terri was there that can be 

approved.  I don’t think part of Mrs. Lee’s responsibility should be how much money could be 

approved by someone else in the office.  I do have a few more.   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Bea, I think some of these problems go deeper than what you are going to 

and I do want you to discuss those so I think we should go into executive session and discuss those 

things further.  Please hold on to them and we can go over those things.  

 

Dismisses audience for Mayor and Council to remain in Executive session. 

 

Motion to enter into executive session pursuant to SC Code FOIA 30-4-470 (a) (b) (1) (2) to 

discuss personnel matters made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Charlie Sutton, All in 

Favor. 

 

Dawn Boykin, Audience:  One thing that bothers me about the officers and being a resident of this 

town is when my daughter calls me from Patrick to ask why one of our town officers is out on her dirt 
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road in Patrick looking for an address.  The bill is paid.  He should be in town.  Its been multiple 

towns.  She has called and asked why he was in her area.  To me it’s a waste of money.  When 

someone calls, you have to wait 20-30 minutes for them to show up. 

 

Motion to come out of Executive session and anything that was discussed was only in regard to 

personnel matters made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Charlie Sutton, All in Favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn. 

 

 


